
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s 
mystical, practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “Who Are WE?” is the fourth 
sermon in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
     4:00 p.m. Administrative Board 
                       Meeting    
     5:00 p.m. Youth
     6:00 p.m. Kids v. Parents Dinner
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

        



     Hey, Students! You are invited 
to a free brunch tomorrow morning 
from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Feel free to 
come and go before or after your 
exams. Many people at Aldersgate 
would like to serve you this meal 
and encourage you as you complete 
your last week of the semester. As 
you leave Aldersgate today, make 
sure to stop by the table in the 
hallway to receive a study bag as 
our gift to you to encourage you 
in finishing up your studies for the 
semester. — Kyle Watson 

College Ministry: Study Bags Today & Brunch Tomorrow

  The goal of the Academy 
ministry team is to foster 
genuine relationships between 
our church family and the 
Academy staff and  its students 
and their families.  
  The Academy employs 20 
dedicated teachers and staff 
members who care for the 
110 students who attend the 
Academy each week. For these 
families, the staff members ARE 
Aldersgate  United Methodist Church. Our ministry team would like to present a monetary gift to each 
Academy staff member in appreciation for their dedication to the students. You are invited to consider 
participating in this congregational outreach to Academy staff members by making special donations for 
the Academy staff appreciation bonus. 
    You can designate “Academy bonus” on your check or send a special donation to the attention of K.B. 
Woods, the church’s financial officer. Donations for this purpose will be accepted until May 11. On your 
behalf, the ministry team will present the gifts to the Academy staff later this month.
   Thank you so much for participating in the Academy ministry by giving a monetary gift for staff 
appreciation bonuses.  This is one tangible way we can share with the Academy staff members how much 
we value their hard work and dedication. Grace and Peace — Pam Rosenbaum (Academy Ministry Team 
Member)

Academy Ministry: Teacher Appreciation



The Breath of God: Who Are WE?
Acts 11:1-18

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Death and LIFE

A Tricky Business

Who are WE?

 Peter and Pentecost

 Joel and Moses

 Hesitation and Discrimination

The Wesleyan Quadrilateral
 Scripture  Tradition  Reason  Experience

LIFE and Death



    Hey, Youth! Summer is just around the corner. Here are some dates and events to put on your calendar. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 325-370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org. I am looking 
forward to an amazing Summer! Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis
  

Children’s Ministry: Little Free Library
    The Children’s Ministry will sponsor the next Work 
& Play day at the Open Door Garden on May 21. I am 
excited to announce that we will be opening a Little 
Free Library! A Little Free Library is a place where 
people can both bring and borrow books whenever 
they like, and it is a way to encourage literacy in our 
neighborhood! 
     We would like to invite the whole church to come 
celebrate with us, but especially children and their 
families. On Saturday, May 21, starting at 9:30 a.m., we 
will have a fun day to celebrate this new little library 
with all things buggy! We will have bug-themed books, 
crafts and snacks. Maybe we will even see some bugs 
while we help weed and cultivate the garden! This will 
be a fun day for kids of all ages and their parents. Every 
child who comes that day will receive a free, new book, 

and if you would like, we encourage you to bring a gently used book to donate to the Little Free 
Library. We hope you can join us for this fun day! — Alayna Brooks

Youth Ministry: Summer Schedule 

    June 5: Hello Summer Pool Party
    June 13-15:  Mystery Ramble
    June 19: Mini Golf (Playfaire)
    June 26: Sonic Volleyball
    July 1-4: Camp Eagle 
                   (No Youth  July 3)
    July 10: (Activity TBD)
    July 15: Kona Ice & Relay Games   
                   in the Garden
    July 17-23: UM ARMY 
                       (Wichita Falls)
    July 31: Lock In
   August 7: Dodgeball Tournament
   August 14: Mission Abilene
   August 21: Back to School Bash



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Charles Dortch
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           4.24.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $8,834.98
Received This Month-to-Date = $52,796.43
Received Year-to-Date = $253,357.37
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $16,464.64

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Judy English
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 232
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 155

Total Worship Service Attendance = 387
Sunday School = 182

We extend our sympathies and prayers to Paulette and Gary Whitaker 
and family upon the death of Paulette’s sister-in-law, Carol Bernot, on 
April 25, 2016.



In the World                             

by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

1 May: Isaiah 52-54, Psalm 119:97-128
2 May: Isaiah 55-57, 
              Psalm 119:129-152
3 May: Isaiah 58-60, 
             Psalm 119:153-176
4 May: Isaiah 61-64, Psalm 120
5 May: Isaiah 65-66, Psalm 121
6 May: Hosea 1-5, Psalm 122
              Video: Hosea
7 May: Hosea 6-10, Psalm 123

  Daily Readings

         Natalie and I took a walk in our neighborhood 
recently, and as the Open Door Community 
Garden (South 19th and Amarillo) came into 
view, Natalie’s eyes grew wide, and she said, 

“Oooooooh!” in the adorable way only a toddler can. It makes my 
heart happy to see the delight Natalie takes in the garden. It is my 
hope that anyone who sets foot in the garden will say, “Oooooooh!” 
— at least in their souls — because it so refreshing to enjoy God’s 
good creation, right there in the in middle of our neighborhood.
   That’s why Work & Play days have been scheduled in the garden 
throughout the Spring and Summer, to give us a chance to tend to 
the needs of the garden and spend time with one another in the fresh 
air. 
    The next Work & Play day in the garden has been scheduled for 
Saturday, May 21, and will be sponsored by the Children’s Ministry. 
The fun will begin at 9:30 a.m. and will include snacks, crafts and 
story time! All children in attendance will receive a FREE book in 
celebration of our new Little Free Library. (A Little Free Library is a 
place for people in a community to share books, for FREE. Anyone 
can take a book and anyone can leave a book, any time!)
    Because so many children live in our neighborhood, we want to 
make sure our Little Free Library  contains many children’s books. So 
feel free to bring some of your favorite gently used children’s books 
to share in our library!
     Time in the garden is time well spent, so please mark your calendars 
for all of the Work & Play events of the season:
 
 • Sat., May 21, @ 9:30 a.m. = Little Free Library Celebration
                                                      {Sponsored by the Children’s Ministry}
 • Fri., June 17, @ 6 p.m. = Dog Play Date w/ FREE Ice Cream
                                        (All vaccinated dogs on leashes are welcome!)
 • Fri., July 15, @ 6 p.m. = Kona Ice + Relay Games
                                                             {Sponsored by the Youth Ministry}
 • Fri., August 19 , @ 6 p.m. = Timothy Palmer Concert +
         Picnic

     It’s going to be great fun! I hope to see you there!
   








